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" Heidegger Martin.( Lettre sur I'humanisime), Aubier.., Paris. 1964 :p :157

' Beaufret ).( Heidegger ct la thélogie) , in keamey et autre(Heidegger et la
qucstion dc Dieu). Grasset, Paris. 1989, PP. 26- 27 ct la notc No. 2

Y Hans-Georg Gadamer : Vérité et Méthode :les grandes lignes d unc
herméncutique philosophique. traduit de 1"aliemand par Etienne Sacre. Révision de
Paul Ricocur. ed. Seuil.1976(introduction) p :18-19.

2 Hans-Georg Gadamer. Ibid. p : 20.

“» Hans- George Gadamer : L'art de comprendre : herméncutique ct tradition
philosophique. traduit de 1"allemand par Mariana Simon. introduction de Picrre
Fruchon. cd . Aubier-Montaigne. Paris. 1982_ P : 90

" Hans- Georg Gadamer : Ibid.. P: 235
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“") Hans- George Gadamer : Ibid. P: 219

Y Hans- George Gadamer. Vérité et Méthode. P: 394
%' . Hans- George -Gadamer . Ibid. P: 403- 404.

“% . Hans- George- Gadamer. Ibid. P: 420-0421.
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1-  Beaufret ).( Heidegger ct la thélogic) , in kcamcy ct autre(Heidegger et la
question de Dicu), Grasset, Paris. 1989,

2- Charles Kannc Giesser ¢t Yues Merchasson : Humanisme ¢t Foi Chrétienne.
Beauchesnc. 1976.

3- Documentation Catholique. LXI. 1964,

4- Luther : La Théoric Herméneutique de Gerhard Ebclibg. Paris. 1975

5- Hans- Georg- Gadamer. Vérité et Méthode : Les grandes lignes
d’une herméneutique philosophique, traduit de I’allemand par Etienne
Sacre, Révision de Paul Ricoeur, ed Seuil, 1976(introduction).

6- Hans- Georg- Gadamer: L'ant de comprendre @ Herméncutique ct tradition
philosophiciuc. traduit dc I'allemand par Mariana Simon, introduction dc Picrre
Fruchon. ¢d. Aubier-Montaingne, Paris. 1982.

7- Heidegger Martin,( Lettre sur ’humanisme), Aubiter.., Paris, 1964 .
8- Heidegger Martin,(ldentité et différence) , in Question 1.Gallimard,
Paris.

9 - L’instruction de la Commission Biblique sur(La vérité Historique

des Evangiles).Documentation Catholique LX1. 1964. col.711 sv.
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10 - Dictionnaire de la philosophie la Rousse. DIDIER JULIA, p
.agrégé de philosophie. Docteur p.s. lettre.(porte her).
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in phenomenological Aesthetics by R.Inrgarden, M.Dufienne,
Gadamer and Heidegger. Qudria Ismail wrote on Max Schrier.
M.Ragab 1ranslated Philosophie als strenge Wissenschafi, Nazli
Ismail translated from French Meditations Cartesiennes already
translaied by Taysir Sheikh al-Ard in Lebanon. M.Hashem made
his dissertation on P.Ricoeur with a translation now in process
of Temps et Recit. Sobhi Hanna wrote on Christian

phenomenology of Gabriel Maucel. 4 third generation of
disciples are continuing exploring phenomenology il less
Islamic  reading given the actual bifurcation benveen

Jundamemalism and  secularism. Phenomenology may have
conceeded its place 1o Post-moderrism. Deconstructionism and
anti-philosophies.




topics —as Max Scheler did in transforming theoretical

phenomenology 1o an applied phenomenology. “Contemporary
Issues’ dealr with the vocation of thinking, the role of the thinker
in developed countries, authenticity and contemporeinity,

tradition and modernism, culture and cultural dialogue, national
character, iiberation theology, dogma and revolution, transfer
and creativity, socialisni and capitalism, peoples and institutions
popular  proverbs and mass-culture, socio-political change,
disgust, indifference, dialogue, ideologies, fundamentalism and
secularism, violence and non-violence, conservation and

liberalism ... etc. All these analysis layed the grounds for social
phenomenology applied in the Muslini world .

10-Hanafi’s disciples in Egypt and in the rest of the Arab

world are continuing on  the same endeavour directly or
indirecily on reciprocal reading of phenomenology and Islam.
Mahmoud Ragab in Egypt wrote his ph.d, on husserl. Yusuf
Salama in Syria wrote his MA. On the pure logic according 1o
Husserl. Zarif wrote his PH.D. phenomenology of Hesserl. Other
dissertations touched upon applied phenomenology and social
sciences.  Ula Mostapha Anouvar wrote phenomenology and
social sciences by M.Murleau-Ponty. Habib al-Sharounivrote
the idea of body in M Murleau-Ponty philosophy and later on
ranslated into Arabic L'oeil et L'esprit. Said Tawfic specialized

(7)Hassan Hanafi: Contemporary Issues (2 Vols), Cairo 1976-1977: Tradition and
Modcrnism, Arab center for research and publication, Cairo 1980: Philosophical
studics. Anglo Egyptian Bookshop. Cairo 1987; East-West Dialogue (with al-Jabri).
Cairo 1991: The Anguish of the scholar and the citizen (2 Vols). Dar Keba. Cairo
1998. Generations Dialogue, Dar Keba. Cairo 1998: Religion. Culture and Politics.
Dar Kcba. Cairo 1998. Gamal al-Din al-Afghni, Dar Keba,Cairo 1998. From Dogma
1o Revolation (5 Vols) Madbouli, Cairo 1988. Religion and Revolution in Egypt (8
Vols). Madbouli.= =Cairo 1989. from Transfer to Creativity (9 Vols). Dar Keba.
Cairo 2001, Plus somc books are written in English: Religious Dialogue and
Revolution. Anglo-Egyptian Bookshop. Cairo 1977: Islam in the modem world

(2 Vols): vol.I Religion Ideology and Development. vol Il Tradition, Revolution and

Culture. Dar Keba, Cairo, 2000.‘
3
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using the phenomenological method as  Husserl did in Krisis,
Erste Philosophic and phenomenologische Psychogie. Second,
the phenomenological description of  the development and the
structure of European consciousness an analysising its sources,
the Greco-Roman, the Judeo-Christian and the Pegan-popular,
and describing its development  from the classical 1o the
medieval 1o the modern phase, and determining the point of
departure in the Cogito, and the point of arrival in the
Cogitarum, and parallel 10 the development of  Islamic
consciousness  from the classical period which corresponds
medieval  scholasticism 10 the  Qttoman  period which
corresponds [Furopean modern times, with a prospect on the
Suture ar a moment of  crossroads berween Bankroit der
philosophie, Erlebnissverloss,  Nihilismus, Umsturs der Werten
in European consciousness and Islamic upsurgence in the

Muslim world."” To substuntiate thiy  Islamic reading of
European consciousness, translations into Arabic was done of

Tractarus  Theologico-Politicus  of  Spinoza, Erizielung des
Menschlichen Geschlechis of Lessing, La Transcendence de

Anthology of Christian philosophy in TE g0 of J.P. Sartre and

. . " i
(De  Magistro of Augustin, Fides quarens the middle age

intellectum — of Anselm and De e ¢r [ssentia of Thomas
Acquinas) .

9-Islamic Reading of I'henomenology and Phenomenological
reading of Islam did not confine itself only 1o the academic
theoretical level but it had its application in socio-political

(n)lmroduclion to Occidentalism. al-Dar al-Fanniva. Cairo, 1991.

G

( )Spinoza: Tractatus Theologico-Politicus. General Book Organization. Cairo 1971,
Lessing: The Education of Human Race. Dar al-Thaqafa al-Jadida. Cairo 1977. J.P.
Sarire: La Transcendence de I’Ego. Cairo. 1976: Anthology of Christian philosophy

in the middlc age, Alexandria, 1968,
3
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and his disciples. His knowledge was limitted 10 modern
philosophy without being extended 1o contemporary philosophy.
He was fond of the clarity and simplicity of the French siyle
more than the German obscure and complex one. Kant was read

through Goublot’s

. . . ", . . 1
which he wranslated into Arabic. He " The philosophy of Kani
was Cartesian more than Kantian. He translated from Descartes

" . " . . . X 17 " L 1"
. and from Kant ~Principles of philosophy “and ~Mediations

"oy .
. Project of perpetual peace

8- The second cffort 1o make an Islamic reading of
phenomenology and phenomenological  reading of Islam is his

",, . [ . .
Les disciple Hassan Hanafi in his French youth triology:
. . . "o, )
, essai de reconstruction de la science des méthodes déxégese
.. "o . ", . )
Léxégese ; Nlm Usul al figh fondements de la compréhension

Y’ , " 3 ’ .
['étar  actuel  de la méthode "de la phénoménologic
phénoménologigne et son application au phénomene religicux;
’ . 1 ’ . ", ’ ’ . ¥ kol ’ N "

. éssai d’une herméneatigne  La phénoménologie de 1'Exégese

existentielle a partir du Nouvean Testament™. This triologic has
becanie a whole project on three fronts. First, the reconstruction
of classical Islamic disciplines theology, philosophy, Mysticism
and Scriptural disciplines (Qur'an, Hadith, Tafsir, Sira and figh)

(4)Thc first is his these principale de Doctort dctat a la sorbonne en 1966
dirigee par R Brunschwicg. The second and the third arc his these secondaire
divigee par P.Ricoeur and discussed by J.Guitton. The two other members were
H.Laonst and H.Gouhier. The first is printed in Cairo by high council of Arts. letters
and social science in 1965, The second is printed by Dar al-frkr al-Arabi. Cairo
1976. The third is printed by Anglo-Egyptian bookshop. Cairo 1987.

7
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G- Phenomenology is practiced in contemporary Islanmic
thought as a spontaneous discourse appealing to the hearts and
the minds of the masses. Present challenges in the Muslim world
are more than theoretical issues, bur they are predicaments,
pains and sorrows requiring a Muslim Max Scheler to analyse
the experiences of decolonization, liberation, unification, social

Justice, development, identity and mass  mobilization.
Phenomenology became in the Reformist movements a popular
discourse, a motivation for action, in order 1o transform the

neutral — consciousness 10 a positional consciousness .
Mohanuned Igbal, the Indo-Pakistani philosophers and poct
analvsed Islam in the individual and in history as a living
experience. He discovered, following the mystics the world of
subjectivity, Khudi, a term which shares the same root with the
term God Khuda. Man and God, are both subjectiviiy, universal

and normative.

7- In contemporary Islamic philosophy the first Islamic

reading of Transcendental philosophy was done by Osman Amin
in his famous work al-Jisaniya which means  literaliry
interiorin®. There is no difference  benveen Islamic classical
philosophy by al-Farabi and al-Gazali and Islamic reformers
such as Iqbal, al-Afghani, M.Abdou,
al-Kawakibi, M.Abd al-Razek, al-Aqqad from one side and
Cartesian and transcendental philosophy from the other side. Al-

S, " " . . . . .
by Kant. “Transcendental Jinvaniya is an Arabic translation of

The opposition berween Jinvani and Barrani is similar 1o the
opposition between Transcendental and Transcendent by Kant.
Osman Amin did not go further from Kant and Ficlue 10 Husserl

(J)AL-K:m'ukibi studied as Dc  Lammcnais the phenomena  of in

s diffcrence al-futur in his famous book Um al-Qura.

(" )Hassan Hanafi: from the individual  consciousness 10 the
communmautarian  consciousness.  homage 4  Osman  Amin.  Islamic

studies. op.cit.. pp.347-415.
j




it 300}

Qur'an uses sometimes a language as if written by Husserl
himself. When Moses mother put her son in ihe box inwaiter her
consciousness Firad became empty, a distinction benveen empty
and filled Bewusstsein. When Abraham came  dovwn 1o Mekka
finding no sustenance he prayed to God 1o make ithe people
inclinate 1o his posterity certain kind a social intentionality.
Invocation is an Intent ionality 10 wards God. Revelation itself is
a Divine Intentionality 1owards man as well as a historical
Intentionality 1ovwards perfection as Lessing described in Der
IZrzielung des Menschlechen Geschlechis. Certainty and doute
in faith, hope and despair in action, success and failure in
endeavours are living experiences described in the Qur’an in a
figurative speech to impress and 1o incite imagination.

3- Islamic mysticism is the discipline per excellence vhich
analvsed  living  experiences  of - repentance,  asceticism,
acceptrance, reliance, resignation, patience and absorption I-anc
in God, called steps Magamat. Mystics described also the
dialectics of human feeling as Max scheler did in Wesen und For
men der Sympathie, as well as in the gradual asconsion froni
sensual pleasue 1o the person in Formalismus in Ethik and die
Maiteriale Wertethik. They described fear and hope, absence and
presence, awakeness and drunkness, self-affirmation and self-
negation called  psychological states  Ahwal.  The mysiical
analysis of perception is similar 1o Husserl's double-ray theory,
a rav from the subject to the object enconntered by another ray
from the object to the subject, transforming the kantian a priori
- a posieriori dichoromy from the formal caregorical level 1o the
perception level. The light  coming our of the heart is the
condition of perception by the five senses. Inmition preceeds
demonstration. The Vorverstandniss  preceeds  judgements'”.
Muysties  defended  immanence as  the only meaning of
Transcendence as Max Scheler did in Der Ewigen in Mensch.

! . .
( )Hassan  Hanafi:  Theosophy and  Phenomenology. Islamic  studics.
Anglo-Egyptian bookshop, Cairo. 1989, PP.273-45.
' 5
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culture passing through the same circumsiances as inesiern
contemporary philosophy. Phenomenology is a natural ontconme
in every culture threatened by a bifurcation between Rationalism
and Empiricisni between formalism and materialism and the
need 1o find a third way in a certain philosophy of life.

3- It does not mean also the accidental combination of some
western philosophers, such as Henri Corbin, benween nvo fields
of expertise, Islam especially Ismailism, an esotericism Batiniy
a, and Hermenentics especially Heidegger, finding himself as an
experi-bridge benveen nvo cultures, a similarity henweer: esoieric
Islam and phenomenological ontology, benreen Mysticism and
Hermencutics, adding a  third component  from  Jung's
Archerypes and as a co-director of Oranos. The analysis of daily
experiences s not only in Ismailism or in Mysticism but in other
Islamic disciplines such as Methodology of Jurisprudence ** Ilm
Usul al-figh . Similar western swudies are a part of western
thought rather than a part of Islamic contemporary philosophy-

4- The Qur'an, the first source of Islam analyses human and
social phenomena as Lebenswell. The existence of God. the
creation of the world and the immoriality of the soul. the three
major articles of fait in Abrahamic religions are described ay
living experiences, as motivations  for human  praxis i
Joundations of the good deeds. They  are not dogmatic formal
creed nor material facts. Botlr levels are put henveen brackets
under the epoche. God is in the self, Giwirhi sauton of Socrates,
In te rede homine habitat veritas of Augustin. The world is felr as
significance, as an eschatological sign as described in Der
Urspung der Welt. History of the prophets is a lesson of piety
and victory, an analysis of the past as a lesson for the present in
preparation  of  the  future, from  retension 1o lension 1o
pretension, the analysis of the internal feeling of time. Essences
are universal but in the same time they are real, implemenied in
human praxis. In Jurisprudence Reason can understand realiiy.
Vernunft and Virklichkeit are similar to subject and object. The

)
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Phenomenology and Islam

ok ~
““Dr. Hassan Hanafi

I- The expression " Phenomenology and Islam” does not
follow this conunon habit, taking one modern term such as
Reason, Science, Globalization, Modernism, Post-Modernism,
Humanism, Progress, Socialism, Capitalism ... eic and linking it
10 Islam by the conjunction ‘and’. In the snb-consciousness these
rerms are modern terms invented in the west. Since Islam is old,
a question emerges: how can the old reach the new as
Christianity or Judaism did? This is done by western scholar to
answer a question of leveling all non-western cultures with the
west, the yardstick according 1o which every thing in other
cul:ures has 10 be measured. 1t is also done by Muslim scholars
1o answer the question of identity in history, the homogeneity in
time benveen the old and the new. Normally the old " Islan " is
mentioned first, the new phenomenology”is mentioned second,
10 satisfy the complex of inferiority of the old vis a vis the new. lf
the neye comes first a complex of superiority is satisfied by
siressing that the new exist already in the old.

2- phenomenology in Islam” does not mean only a survey of

phenomenological studies in the Muslim world: Translations,
dissertations, books on Husserl and his disciples, the founders of
phenomenological ontology and applied phenomendogy, but it
means also the spontaneous birth of phenomenology in each

()Phenomenologic  website  world  phenomenological  institute  Boston,
2000 .

* "Professor of philosophy. Cairo University
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