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ABSTRACT

The title of the present thesis is (The Critical Movement of the Nineteenth-
Century Poetry in Iraq). The contents of the study are set in an introduction and
four chapters. The introduction is given the subtitle The Nature of the Age and
its Effect on the Distinction of the Critics’ Views. The first chapter deals with the
most prominent poets with whom this movement of criticism is concerned
especially: Haidar Al-Hilli; Muhammad Sa’id Al-Habboobi, Abdul-Ghaffar Al-
Akhras, Abdul-Ghani Jameel and Abdul-Jaleel Al-Tabatabai Al-Basri. These
poets, I believe, were the concern of the movement of criticism more than the
rest. '

The second chapter handles the orientations of criticism which are restricted
to two: the impressionistic orientation, which is subdivided into two types; the
firm and the flexible, and the objective orientat ion. In this chapter, the concept
of each of those trends has been| specified. Thus critics have been classified
accordingly.

The third chapter independently studies the ’critical controversies which the
researchers found out in the poetry of that period. It has revealed the matters in
which those controversies were involved as well as their technical and objective
values.

In the fourth chapter, I concentrate on the most important subjects that were
a matter of dispute and controversy among the scholars such as the language, the
image and imagination, the music, the phenomenon of imitation and the balance.
Finally, this research is closed with a summary in which I have summarized the
most important points that I arrived at throﬁghout this divided matter.

The present study has come to a conclusion that the Iraqi poetry of that
century has aroused an extensive movement of criticism wherein a large number
of scholars and researchers have ‘:een involved, and whereby they made their
attempts in this great sea of poetry which was composed at a time that has been
described as being undeveloped, stiff and obscure and that movement of criticism
was an expression of the aspects and features of this poetry which appealed to
some critics who cried it up and extolled it to the skies. Some other critics, on the
other hand, treated it in a different way, and hence they attacked it
contemptuously and despicably. Being motivated by factors irrelevant to calm
objective studies, either of these two groups of critics fabricated its own proofs



and evidences. A third group of critics set up to maintain their own viewpoint in
this disorderly wave of opinions, but they were guided by justice and equity, and
governed by objectivity and honesty to give everyone his right and what he
deserves. They were never affected by the vehemence of appealing or contempt
so as to be led astray from the route of equity.

It is impossible for a serious researcher, when being a qainted with this
movement to overlook what those poets have contributed in literature and what
they strove to depict their lives and what permeated through them from a variety
of incidents and hopes, and colours of feelings and emotions.

The present study of that movement of criticism has emphasized some of the
considerable sides of the poetry of that century which had a good deal of that
century, which denies all the attributes of infertility and stiffness. Furthermore,
the present study has expounded the phenomenon of imitation, which
characterized the whole of that age in terms of its philosophy and the reasons for
sanity and adhering to the traditiohn.

The present study has stated that the language of that poetry mostly texds to
be strong in its vocabulary and structures that it dips up from Classical Arabic,
and that it rarely deviates from its rules and sources. It has also offered sufficient
evidences as i believe to prove the existence of passion and artistic genuineness
which can be included within the domain of the poetic experience of many of the
poets of that period. It has also referred to the existence of some cases of
innovation in it, such as ’al-muwashah’ and ’al-band’ rebellious, revolutionary
and satirical poetry, and the description of some of the aspects of the new life,
which all prove how the poet sometimes a bandons the circle of imitation while
emphasizing his feeling as regards the development of life. Hence it is extremely
serious and important to revise the previous judgements which were given about
the poetry of that period and its poets, would we intend to review this important
period of the history of our Arabic literature and evaluate it as appropriately as
the history of that time and the conditions of that society as well as the nature of
the technical process. Only by doing thjs shall we be just in making our
judgement and in the application of the scientific procedure.

Finally I beseech God for aid and guidance.

°

Swady Faraj
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