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Great Expectations

by Charles Dickens (1812-70)

This classic tale tells of an orphan, Pip, who

through a series of strange circumstances

first finds a trade as a blacksmith’s

apprentice and then learns that he has “great

expectations” of a future inheritance from an

anonymous benefactor. He soon learns to

live the profligate life of a gentleman as he

gradually sheds his associations with the

gentle souls of his past, Joe (the blacksmith) and Biddy (a level-headed
young lady). He throws his money at improving the prospects of his
roommate and friend Herbert and his heart at an “ice princess” whose
heart will never respond. But then an escaped convict from his distant past
comes calling, and all Pip’s hopes dissolve.

Total running time: 20:26:03

Read by Mark F. Smith

Cover design by Kathryn Delaney
Frontispiece of the Household Edition of Great
Expectations. lllustration by F. A. Fraser, (c. 1877)
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